HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
AT ST. BENEDICT’S

Holy Week is the heart of our Christian faith: by his cross and resurrection, Christ has redeemed the world!

Each year we live that truth anew in our Holy Week observances. We invite you to make worship a priority

this Holy Week; perhaps try a service you’ve never been to before. It will bless you, and deepen your wonder
at the glorious mystery of Jesus’s love for you and for the world.

MARCH 29: PALM SUNDAY
8:00 am & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist with Liturgy of the Palms
This service has the moving juxtaposition of celebrating Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and hearing
the story of his passion. Worship starts outdoors this day at the field at the far end of the parking lot.

APRIL 2: MAUNDY THURSDAY

7:00 pm - Holy Eucharist with foot washing

Prayer Vigil with Altar of Repose overnight
The Triduum- the three days- begins with this service. “On the night before he died for us...” We will offer
foot-washing, hear Jesus’s new commandment of love, and witness the stripping and washing of the altar.
This is a great, sensory service especially compelling for kids. Stick around after to pray with Jesus present in
the sacrament, as he asked his disciples in the garden to “wait with me one hour.” The nave will be open for
prayer overnight.

APRIL 3: GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy (with Holy Communion from Reserve)
Followed by Stations of the Cross (weather permitting)
At this stark service, in stillness, we hear Jesus’s passion and ponder his agony and love. All who wish may
venerate (touch, kiss, pray beside) the cross. After the service, join us to pray as we walk the stations of the
cross around campus, hearing the story of Jesus’ passion.

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Sensory Stations of the Cross: for all ages
Stations of the Cross is open to all but especially geared towards kids. Come to the front steps of the church
any time between 3:30 pm and 5:00 pm for this self-guided walk through the stations of the cross: with
something to touch, taste, or do at each stop along the way to enter the story of Jesus’s death more fully.

7:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy (without Holy Communion)
At this stark evening service, in stillness, we hear Jesus’s passion and ponder his agony and love. All who wish
may venerate (touch, kiss, pray beside) the cross.

APRIL 4: HOLY SATURDAY
11:00 am - Liturgy of the Day, brief 20 min. service
Amidst all the busy prep of Easter, this service lets us sit, for a moment, in the resounding silence of this day.
Hear a 6th-century homily from Melito of Sardis. This service is very brief.

8:00 pm - Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism
“This is the night...” The Easter Vigil is the beating heart of our Christian year: you do not want to miss this
service! We begin by lighting the new fire on the front cobblestones and hear the Exsultet: the church’s call
to Easter joy! By candlelight we hear the story of God’s saving deeds in history, baptize new Christians, and
with ringing bells, we’ll celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter! All heaven breaks loose tonight. This service is
great for kids, a special stay-up-late-night at church (they can even come in pajamas!)

APRIL 5: EASTER DAY
8:00 am - Holy Eucharist and choir
9:15 am - Easter Egg Hunt (continuous)
10:30 am - Holy Eucharist with Holy Baptism and choir
Christ is risen! Come celebrate the joy and surprise of an empty tomb: both services will have special music,
and at 10:30, we will have Holy Baptisms. Bring flowers cut from your yard to decorate the cross. Between
the services, kids hunt for Easter eggs.



