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2160 Cooper Lake Road   Smyrna, GA 30080      678-279-4300  

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
September 21, 2014 

 

I.       CALL TO ORDER/ OPENING PRAYER 
 

II.        MINUTES 
 
III.  Rector’s Annual Report 

 
IV.      TREASURER REPORT 
 A. Budget Review 
 
V.        DAY SCHOOL REPORT 
 
VI.       MINISTRY REPORTS  
 A. Music 
 B. Adult Formation 
 C. Pastoral Care 
 D. Parish Activities 
 E. Mission & Outreach 
 F. Building & Grounds 
 G. Membership & Hospitality 
 H. Youth Group 
 I. Children Formation 
 J. Stewardship & Capital Campaign 
 K. Spanish Speaking Ministry 
 
VII.  OLD BUSINESS 

 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
IX.   DISCUSSION 

 
X.        ADJOURNMENT/CLOSING PRAYER 

St. Benedict's is a welcoming Christian community spreading God's Love through worship, education, and outreach.   



IV. Treasurer Report: Summary Budget Report 

  
 Budgeted 

2014  

 2015 Proposed 
with Necessi-

ties  

 % 
change 

vs '14  

2015 Dream 

Budget 

Revenues             

  Contributions  $     507,000   $     572,550  13%  $     608,750  

  

Diocesan   

Support 
 $       47,653   $                -    -100%  $                -    

  

Interest In-

come 
 $             230   $             230     $            230  

  Other Income - 

** 
 $         7,000   $         7,000     $         7,000  

Total    

Revenues   
 $     561,883   $     579,800  3%  $     616,000  

          

Expenses            

Personnel 
and Admin-

istration   

        

  

Salaries & 

Benefits 
 $     349,441   $     313,009  -10%  $     334,780  

  Professional 

Fees 
 $         9,300   $       41,800  349%  $       41,800  

  Administration  $       66,041   $       63,541  -4%  $       63,541  

  Technology  

Expenses 
 $       45,583   $       45,583  0%  $       45,690  

Parish  

Formation   
           

  Adult Ministry  $         3,000   $         3,000  0%  $         3,000  

  Youth Ministry  $         2,500   $         2,500  0%  $         2,500  

  

Children's 

Ministry 
 $         5,600   $         5,600  0%  $         9,400  

Parish Wide  

Programs   
        

  Music  $       15,673   $       15,673  0%  $       25,990  

  Worship  $         4,560   $         4,899  7%  $         5,041  

Parish Life           

  

Parish Life & 
Member Sup-

port 

 $         5,800   $         5,800  0%  $         5,800  

Pastoral 

Care   
 $         1,050   $             300  -71%  $            300  

Diocesan 

Pledge   
 $       45,395   $       49,935  10%  $       49,935  

Mission &      

Outreach   
 $       10,000   $       10,000  0%  $       10,000  

Buildings 
and 

Grounds   

           

  Utilities  $       10,248   $       10,555  3%  $       10,556  

  Maintenance  $         6,977   $         7,326  5%  $         7,327  

  

Custodial 

Services 
 $             200   $             300  50%  $            300  

            
Total    

Expenses   
 $     581,368   $     579,800  -0.3%  $     616,000  

          

Net Total    $      (19,485)  $                -       $                -    

III. Rector’s Report  
by The Rev. Brian Sullivan 
It has been quite a year for Saint Benedict’s.! Since our last  
annual meeting, we said goodbye to our beloved Assistant  
Rector The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham who is now serving as  
Rector of Grace Church, Gainesville.  He served with us since  
almost the beginning of our worshipping together in 2008.   
Currently, we are preparing to say goodbye to our Deacon Lesley
-Ann Drake who has been reassigned to St. Aidan’s Parish in  
Milton.  While both of these changes are tough, they speak to 
the larger context that we as Episcopalians live.  Unlike other 
denominations, we are not congregational.  We are part of a  
diocese divided into many geographic areas called parishes.  A 
parish is our geography.  With that distinction noted, we should 
be proud that two of our own, both fresh from under the  
bishop’s hands as ordained clergy, are moving to spread the  
Gospel in new places. 
 
Moving forward is a new beginning for us.  As your rector my 
focus for the past four years has mainly been to build stability for 
our most visible ministry, St. Benedict’s Episcopal Day School.  
Under the fine leadership of our new Head of School, Rick Betts, 
my attention has completely shifted back to the work of our  
parish.  This fall marks a major shift for me, one that I have been 
built for during the past seventeen years of my ordained life. 
 
ENGAGE 
As we begin this new chapter together, I am going to focus our 
attention on getting engaged.  I would like to see us engage one 
another and the world around us.  When we plan gatherings, like 
Rally Day, Ugly Pants, St. Benedict’s Day, Family Picnics, and  
Parish Retreats – these are specifically designed for us to get to 
know one another.  I would love for us to REALLY get to know 
one another.  If someone is sick, we all pray.  When one of us 
gets married, we all celebrate.  When one of our families baptizes 
a child or family member, we all stay after church to share the joy 
with them.   
 
Finally, we have designed a worship service specifically to help us 
engage the world around us.  We are calling it a Mission Driven 
Worship Service because we will engage the Gospel by  
discerning where else St. B’s can insert itself into the  
community.  We are the body of Christ, and getting outside our 
walls and sharing that unique selfless love with others, is how we 
will make Christ known to the world.  As a favorite theologian 
once said, “Preach the Gospel always, and if necessary, use 
words.”  We are going to preach the Gospel by getting engaged 
in our community. 
 
I look forward to seeing where God is calling us between now 
and next September.  It has been an incredible journey, and it 
only feels like the beginning. 



V. Day School Report 
by Rick Betts, Head of School 
In just six years, St. Benedict’s Episcopal Day School has made an 
incredible impact on the community in and around Smyrna. Over 
380 students currently attend St. Benedict’s in preschool through 
seventh grade. Now a few weeks into the 2014-2015 school year, 
the leadership of the school is pleased to announce several im-
portant milestones. 

An ongoing capital campaign, The Next Chapter, has raised over 
$855,000; that includes having raised the funds necessary to meet 
a $100,000 challenge pledge from an anonymous donor. Money 
raised through The Next Chapter was used to finish out the interi-
or construction in the middle school building including five  
remaining classrooms, flex-space for meetings and other  
activities, offices and additional bathrooms and will continue to 
be used in support of school-wide technology and enhancements. 
The fundraising campaign will continue through the current 
school year and will be supplemented with annual campaigns in 
the coming years. 

St. Benedict’s has almost tripled enrollment since opening in 
2009. We have our first seventh grade class this year and look 
forward to adding eight grade next year. St. Benedict’s is clearly 
meeting an educational need in the community and we are grate-
ful to our neighbors, St. Benedict's Episcopal Church, and the  
families of our students for their support. 

The continued growth and expansion of St. Benedict’s has lead to 
the creation of several new staff positions and administration 
roles including an Athletic Director. Daniel Murphy joins the 
school this year serving as a second Physical Education teacher as 
well as Athletic Director. Murphy will help create and oversee the 
school’s middle school athletic program, which begins this school 
year with boys and girls cross country teams for both sixth and 
seventh grades. Sports under consideration for future years  
include baseball, basketball, soccer, swimming, and others. 
 

VI. Ministry Reports 

Music 
by Lynn Swanson 
Music Director and Organist, Lynn Swanson, begins her third year of  
ministry at St. Benedict’s Episcopal Church. 
 
The Choir of St. Benedict’s continues to invite new members  
into its fold by offering community singers the opportunity  
to participate in large scale master works performances. We  
have hosted four performances for chorus and orchestra  
since 2011. They include Handel's MESSIAH, Haydn's THE  
CREATION, Bach's MAGNIFICAT and Faure's REQUIEM as a part  
of the All Saints' service on November 1.  
 
Our children’s choirs grew to a record number of 27 singers in the  
St. Cecelia Choir  (Kindergarten - Second  Grade) and the  
Trinity Choir (Third - Fifth Grade) They rehearsed weekly  
September through April preparing anthems monthly for  
worship, The Feast of Nine Lessons and Carols and the Spring 
Concert Fish Tales held in April. 
      

The Trinity Choir was blessed with a new two octave  set of  
Schulmerich hand chimes helping them to learn to read music and 
grow in their musicianship.   
 
The Lynn Swanson Festival Singers of The Choral Foundation  
continued to call St. Benedict's their rehearsal and concert home 
along with the Cobb Summer Singers. The Cobb Summer Singers 
performed Johannes Brahms A German Requiem with 32 piece 
orchestra in August. Through the efforts of the vestry, Friends of 
St. Benedict's Music and The Choral Foundation, the event was a 
grand success and touched many lives in our community. 
 
The Choral Foundation and the music ministry of St. Benedict's  
has continued to share its resources including music and  
orchestral scores, singers and instrumentalists for use at all  
of our worship services and concerts. 
 
Because of the creation of the Friends of St. Benedict's Music we  
have been able to develop a relationship with many of the guests  
that come to our church to experience the performances of the  
Festival Singers, Summer Singers and Parish Choir. Friends of St. 
Benedict's Music has begun hosting receptions following the  
concerts and also serve as door greeters before and after these  
performances. Thanks to the financial and volunteer support  
provided by Friends of St. Benedict's Music we are able  
to fund many programs and events that educate and inspire our 
parishioners. 
 
We continue to enjoy the use of a three octave hand bell set on  
extended loan from King Springs Baptist Church in Smyrna.  
Our music ministry, using many of our singers, adults and  
children, have incorporated them into our worship services. 
 
The music ministry of St. Benedict's thanks its parishioners for 
your unending love and support as we continue to grow and 
touch the lives of those beyond the walls of our parish. 

 

Adult Formation 
by The Rev. Brian Sullivan 
The Adult Formation is made up of three general areas: EfM,  
Sunday School and Daughters of the King.  The three committee 
members are Brian Sullivan, Gail Sickling and Bronson Bryant. 
 
Our EfM program continues to be a strong group in our parish 
life.  This Fall Adrienne Wilson and Kathryn Folk are leading a 
group of thirteen participants.   
 
Sunday School continued with a one classroom discussion forum 
format. 
We continued our study of the  Catechism or Outline of Our 
Faith.  This class doubled as a newcomers class.  During the sum-
mer we used various podcasts for informal discussion.  The Fall of 
2014 we have started three classes: Bible Study, Jesus in the 
News, and a Parent’s Class.  We will also add a newcomer’s class 
in October on Tuesday evenings through November 16th with the 
Bishop’s visit. 
 
D.O.K. has been meeting sporadically as they continue to look for 
new members.  



Pastoral Care 
by Jenn Sharrow 
The Pastoral Care ministry of St. Benedict’s continues to offer 
comfort, companionship, prayer and fellowship to the entire  
parish.  The Pastoral Care team is a small group of trained lay  
people, who are committed to being with you in times of  
transition.  The overall mission of our group is to spread’s God’s 
love through prayer and acts of loving kindness. Looking forward, 
we have set a plan in motion to adopt a program that will help 
deepen our current training in helping others.   
  
During the past year, this group of clergy and lay people have: 
·         Provided a sacramental presence to those who are home-

bound, in the hospital, or recovering from illness as Eucharis-
tic Visitors. We also delivered meals to those families that 
were in need. 

·         Provided support to expectant and new mothers through 
Manna Meals and presented hand knitted blankets for the 
new babies. 

·         Stocked the church freezer with meals for emergency food 
to those in need. 

·         Prayed with and for others in times of joy, sorrow, and all 
times in between. 

We maintain a Parish Prayer list that is read aloud as a part of the 
Prayers of the People during the Sunday worship services. The 
names are also printed in the Sunday bulletin so that the congre-
gation may pray for them as well. Currently, the Pastoral Care 
team meets once a month to pray and discuss any needs at the 
surface. To have a name added to the Prayer list, you can  
complete a form on Sunday if you choose; these forms are in a 
basket in the Narthex or you can sign the prayer book in the  
Narthex. You may also contact Fr. Brian at brian@mysaintb.org  
or at 678-279-4301.  

 
Parish Activities 
By Robin Cahill-Roberts 

 Sunday Morning Breakfast 

 Lemonade after church 

 St. Frances Day – pet blessing 

 Parish Retreat Days 

 Parish Work Day 

 Concert Series– Receptions 

 Funeral receptions 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 Ugly Pants Golf Tournament for Mission & Outreach 

 MUST Sandwich making for Mission and Outreach 

 Rally Day 2014-2015 

 Quarterly Parish Wide Luncheons 

 BBQ on St. Benedict’s Day 

 Parent’s Night Out 

 Children’s picnic after church at Taylor-Brawner  

 Trunk or Treat 

 Hispanic Mission Fall Festival 

 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Stay tuned for new events next year; Parish-wide Retreat, a 
change to the foyers groups and newcomer’s welcome event. 
 
 

Mission & Outreach 
by Rev. Brian Sullivan 
We focus our attention on four very specific outreach projects: 
MUST Ministries, Path To Shine®, Holy Comforter, and Family 
Promise. 
 
MUST Ministries.  Our monthly visits to the Smyrna location were 
cancelled due to closure on Wednesday, but we continue to  
collect coats and food on an as needed basis.  We continue to 
make a donation to this worthy ministry.  We also help staff the 
toy shop and help collect items for the shop.  We donated and 
delivered 80 roasting chickens in November of 2013.  This year we 
made 700 sandwiches for summer lunches during Spirit Week.  
 
Path to Shine® is a mentoring program, which is spreading 
across the Diocese.  St. Benedict’s currently serves in two  
locations.  Please see the separate report.  The executive director 
of this program is Deacon Lesley Ann Drake.   
 
Holy Comforter is a parish in East Atlanta for and of mentally ill 
parishioners.  Quarterly we cook, serve, and share a meal with 
this incredible community on Wednesday evenings.  Please  
contact Peggy Kessler, pgkessler1@gmail.com or Betty Kidd,  
bettybowler123@gmail.com 
 
Family Promise is our newest outreach program serving home-
less FAMILIES in local churches around Cobb County. St.  
Benedicts is part of a team of 13 other congregations in Cobb 
County that is playing a very important part in aiding homeless 
families in Cobb County. 
  
· In Cobb County, over 1,700 school-aged children are homeless 
(according to Cobb and Marietta school systems) 
· Approximately 25 families and 53 children are turned away from 
the large Cobb shelter in a month, on average, in 2013. 
  
How can you help? It’s easy. Pack some breakfast or lunch bags. 
Prepare (or purchase!) a family style dinner. Join the families for 
the dinner hour and just spend some time getting to know them. 
Spend the night, watch some TV . Or play a board game with the 
families.  The time commitment is minimal and you can make an 
extraordinary difference in someone else’s life. It’s a great gift to 
give yourself and your friends and families! 
  
These are real people, just like you and me! Circumstances have 
just led them to the place they are now and they are working 
hard to get out of that bad place and into a safe home environ-
ment for their children. Our guests have been carefully screened, 
no substance or physical abuse are permitted. 
  
For more information, please contact Pam Harvey, pammyan-
n1@hotmail.com or 678-592-8277. For additional information on 
the organization, please visit http://
familypromisecobbcounty.org. 

 
 
 
 
 



Path to Shine® 

by Deacon Lesley-Ann Drake 
St. B’s Involvement  
St. Benedict’s provides volunteers and support for the PTS  
programs in Marietta and Smyrna involving 34 people between 
tutoring and Board service.  Events such as Ugly Pants, F.A.R.M. 
and Christmas tree sales, involve additional volunteers while  
raising funds and community awareness for both PTS and St. B’s. 
(PTS is a self-sustaining ministry of St. B’s and the main office is 
located at St. B’s.) 
 
Other Locations: 
Beginning September 2014 there will be 8 Path To Shine®  
programs running, serving about 120 children, involving  
volunteers from 14 different churches and 6 denominations.   
Programs are located in: 
Canton, Columbus, Macon, Marietta, Morrow, Norcross,  
Northlake, and Smyrna. 
 
Goals for January 2015 new programs:  

Milton/St. Aidan’s 
Decatur/Holy Cross 

 
Goals for Fall 2015 new programs: 

Warner Robins/All Saints 
Toccoa/St. Matthias  
Decatur/St. Timothy’s 
 

Educational Consultant 
Deacon Edith Woodling will be joining Path To Shine as an Educa-
tional Consultant, serving for 2 years on a very part-time basis. 
With 22 years in the education field she will help with training, site 
visits, and supporting the various programs/ensuring standards. 
Edith was able to provide her own source of funding so she 
comes with no cost to the organization. 
 
The Road Fellow 
We will be sharing an intern from The Road with Fr. Ramon, and 
Fr. Fabio Sotelo at San Beda/St. Bede’s. The overarching goal for 
the intern is to nurture the Path To Shine programs in Smyrna and 
Northlake, and to hopefully start a new program in Austell.  
 
Academic Scholarship  
A former Path To Shine student was accepted at St. Benedict's 
School on an academic scholarship for 7th and 8th grade. The PTS 
Board is developing a program so that one child from any PTS 
location can apply annually, subject to meeting certain goals. 
 

Building & Grounds 
by Tom O’Connor 
Have you ever been in the church buildings and found them too 
quiet?  Probably not!  Our campus seems to be in constant use 
from early in the mornings to late in evenings.  Beginning with 
carpool and arrival of educators and administrative staff, to the 
happy chatter of children eager to begin (and sometimes, end) 
their days, to after school activities, to weekends filled with parish 
life and busy ministries, to Sunday worship – our building and 
grounds are constantly filled with parishioners spreading God's 
love through worship, education, and outreach.  With that use, of 

course, comes inevitable wear and tear.  Other than a few air  
conditioning issues this summer, our facilities are in remarkably 
good shape.  But upkeep and required maintenance projects 
takes money and time…and people to get the job done.  We are 
always in need of a few extra hours of your time to help “around 
the house” if you have the time to spare.  It’s a great way to see 
and understand the inner workings of the physical assets and  
provides an appreciation of the good work that goes into keeping 
the building and grounds secure and in good working order.  If 
you have special skill sets that would enhance our efforts and help 
save a few dollars, please consider volunteering a few hours each 
month.  Perfect example: you will note the wonderful new paint 
that was applied to the school and supporting areas this  
summer.  100% of that was performed by volunteers, most  
notably administrative staff from both the church and the 
school.  And it looks great!  If each of us does a little, we can  
accomplish a lot and keep this wonderful structure a peaceful – 
and occasionally raucous! – place of worship.  

 

Membership &  Hospitality 
by Kathryn Folk  
It takes a great deal of work in the background to ensure we are 
A Welcoming Christian Community Spreading God’s Love 
Through Worship, Education, and Outreach to our parishioners, 
guests, and school community.  Membership and Hospitality did 
exactly that in the past year through the smiles of our Ushers 
who helped us find our way; through Parking Lot Greeters at 
Lynn Swanson’s FABULOUS concerts; through all the nametags 
and visitor forms Betsy carefully made for us; through the read-
ing of Children’s prayers at our 10:30am service; and through a 
good cup of coffee in our new Keurig machines downstairs.   
 
Another area where we worked in the background this year was 
the kitchen.  Something you may not know is that the kitchen is 
used by both the school and the church, each having very differ-
ent needs.  A few folks from the church spent some elbow 
grease to clean up and clean out the cabinets a few times during 
the year to provide a little more space for both groups to  
function.  We also took an inventory of what we have in stock, 
and have strategized on an online inventory monitoring system 
(you might know it as Google Docs).  Ann-Marie Ring with the 
Day School was also able to create a beautiful lounge/eating 
space for the teachers and has several other FABULOUS ideas to 
implement.   
 
Something else you may not know is that for the most part, eve-
rything we have in the kitchen is donated.  We have been so very 
thankful for these donations as they have enabled us to provide 
many dinners and receptions for you and your family.  However, 
we’d like to kick it up a notch for the upcoming year.  Instead of 
submitting a budget, we’d like to create a gift registry for the 
kitchen.  At some point in the year, we will throw a (FABULOUS) 
party in honor of our “new” kitchen.  
 
If you’d like to be a part of this ministry, we have one  
requirement:  a smiling face, even at 8am.  And if you’d like a 
chafing dish, I know somebody….  J 
 
 



“They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the 
life together, the common meal, and the prayers.” – Acts 2:42 
(The Message) 
 

Youth Ministry 
by Hayley Tyler 
Episcopal Youth Community (PreYC & EYC):  
PreYC 
PreYC is a fellowship group for all 3rd-5th graders that meets for 
service and fun. The goal of PreYC is to engage our children, their 
families and friends in an exciting and welcoming faith communi-
ty.  We hope to encourage them along their spiritual journeys and 
to prepare them to live Christ-centered lives. We meet once a 
month after the 10:30 service to have fellowship and fun with  
music and projects. 
 
EYC 
The Episcopal Youth Community is a fellowship group for 6-12th 
graders that meets for service and fun at St. Benedict’s. The goal 
of EYC is to engage our youth in a welcoming faith community 
where they are invited and allowed to expand their beliefs as 
Christians and Episcopalians. We hope to encourage them along 
their spiritual journeys and to prepare them to live Christ-
centered lives. This group will meet once a week on Tuesdays for 
dinner, devotion, and fellowship. We also have opportunities for 
special events and activities throughout the year such as, lock-ins, 
retreats, and Diocesan events sponsored by the DYC. 
Upcoming EYC Events include: Six Flags, Emmaus House “Walk 
the Road”, Blessing of the Animals, and Emmaus House Thanks-
giving Food Drive 
 
Retreats and Diocesan Events:  
Lock-In: St. Benedict’s joined with St. Catherine’s in the fall of 2013 
for a Jr. & Sr. High Youth Lock-In. This fall, St. Benedict’s is helping 
the Marietta Convocation plan and host an Annual Council Youth 
Lock-In for all high school youth in the diocese of Atlanta. A St. B’s 
Jr. High Lock-In will be planned for the spring semester. 
 
Happening: St. Benedict’s youth and adults continue to be in-
volved in Atlanta Happening by serving on staff for the weekend 
retreat as well as on the steering committee.  Happening is a 
Christian experience presented by teenagers for teenagers with 
the help of clergy and lay adult leadership. The Steering Commit-
tee is the body of youth and adults that helps give input to the 
Lay Director and Spiritual Director for any Happening decisions, 
and they help steer Happening to fulfilling its purpose, which is to 
present Christ to teens. 
 
Tubing Trip to Helen, GA: On July 23rd, St. Benedict’s joined youth 
from St. Columba’s and St. Catherine’s to take a day trip to Helen, 
GA to go tubing. There were over 60 youth and adult volunteers 
in attendance. St. Benedict’s increased their attendance by 1,200. 
 
Youth Formation: 
Confirmation:  St. Benedict’s had it’s first youth confirmation class 
and had 5 youth confirmed at the Cathedral on Dec. 8, 2013.  
 
 

Rite 13: Beginning September 14th, 6-8th grade youth will meet in 
the youth corner during the formation hour for Rite 13 from 9:30-
10:15AM. Rite 13 celebrates the creativity and individuality of 
young teenagers by exploring four key areas of discovery—
society, self, sexuality, and spirituality. This curriculum will cover 
two years and culminates with a Rite of Passage Liturgy. Regular 
attendance for this class is encouraged. Rite 13 is the beginning of 
the J2A program. The Rite 13 class will take a trip in the summer of 
2015 for their Urban Plunge. Leaders: Kathryn & Lance Folk. 
 
Tuesday Small Group: Beginning September 23 all youth in 6th-12 
grade are invited to join us Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 for 
dinner, devotion and fellowship at Little Azio.  
 
Volunteers/Youth Advisors: As this ministry continues to grow we 
will need more volunteers to serve as youth advisors for EYC and 
Sunday morning formation teachers. We are very thankful for our 
current Youth Advisors and our new Rite 13 teachers.  
 
Outreach: EYC & PreYC youth made fleece blankets and collected 
over 40 Easter baskets for the Cobb County Department of Family 
and Children’s Services. The youth also collected bags of Thanks-
giving “sides” for the Emmaus House Thanksgiving at Home out-
reach.  
 

Children’s Ministries  
(Infant through 5th Grade) 
by Courtney Vaughn 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of St. Benedict's Episcopal Church’s Children’s Minis-
tries is to ensure our children fully understand the unconditional 
love of God and to empower them to become the person God 
created them to be.   

NURSERY 
The nursery at St. Benedict’s offers loving care to children, ages 6 
weeks to 3 years old, in order that parents may attend services of 
worship and formation classes.  The nursery is an important part 
of young children’s church lives. When children come to spend 
time with us, they are going to church, and thus, we strive to  
create an environment to foster and promote the faith formation 
of the youngest child.  We are fortunate to have four professional 
caregivers who staff the nursery each week, Mrs. Bessie, Ms.  
Diane, Ms. Gwen, and Ms. Tamisha. This year, thanks to David & 
Robert Dickson, the nursery received a much needed makeover.  
The walls have received a fresh coat of paint and whimsical  
decorations now greet our young parishioners while they attend 
church.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sunday school for preschool and elementary age children is 
offered September through May.   All of the children meet  
together in a “one room school house” style class.  This mixed-
age approach to Sunday school allows children to teach and learn 
from one another as well as siblings and friends to not be separat-
ed because of age.  This year we will continue to use the “Grow,  
Proclaim, Serve” curriculum.  The Sunday school program would 
not be possible without the amazing team of volunteers, coordi-



nated by Genia Hachenberg and Stephanie Park.  Our volunteers 
nurture and support the spiritual lives of the young people in our 
parish and create a safe and caring environment for the children 
to explore their spirituality.  

This year the first Sunday of every month in Sunday school is 
“Service Sunday”.  During this time we will introduce a new  
service opportunity for children and their families to focus on  
for the month. 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 
This year we will begin practicing Godly Play during Children’s 
Chapel.  The Godly Play program recognizes the innate spirituality 
of the child and honors the relationship that child has with God.  
Through Godly Play children gain a fluency of the Christian  
language of sacred stories, parables, silence, and liturgical action.  
Godly Play requires a sacred space, beautiful handmade materials, 
and trained storytellers; all of this is important in honoring the 
child, the work they do, and the integrity of childhood itself.  
 Although we have changed the format, our volunteers remain  
an integral part of Chapel, as do the Helpful Bees, providing  
assistance and support, without which the program could not 
thrive. 

SPIRIT WEEK 
St. Benedict’s version of vacation bible school, Spirit Week is a 
weeklong summer formation opportunity for children that uses 
crafts, games, outreach projects, storytelling, and music to  
explore God’s love.  We welcomed over 115 children from St.  
Benedict’s and the larger community to Spirit Week this past year.  
We were especially excited to have members from the Hispanic 
congregation join us for the first time this year.  Spirit Week 
would not be possible without the many volunteers who give of 
their time and talent. 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
The newest addition to Children’s Ministries is Parents’ Night Out.  
The last Saturday of every month offers parents the opportunity 
to drop-off their children at the parish in the care of professional 
caregivers.  While here the children have pizza, watch a movie, 

and participate in fun games.  PNO has already proved quite  
successful with 20 – 30+ children attending each month, thanks 
especially to the hard work and dedication of  PNO coordinator, 
David Dickson. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Throughout the year special programs are offered for families 
with children including: Trunk or Treat, Advent Wreath Making & 
Spaghetti Dinner, Holy Eucharist Exploration Class, and an Easter 
Egg Hunt. Last year we began Picnics in the Park, with one being 
held in the Fall and the other in the Spring, and this year we are 
adding Breakfast with St. Nicholas to our calendar during Advent. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Children’s Ministries would not be possible without the support 
of all of the volunteers whose dedication, enthusiasm, and  
creativity are unmatched. 

 
 

Stewardship & Capital Campaign 
by Nick Loadholtes 
The stewardship committee works to increase the participa-
tion of the congregation in the whole of the church. This  
includes things like the Capital Campaign, the annual  
campaign, and getting people participating in our many  
ministries. The outstanding balance in the annual campaign is:  
$130,067. 

 
This summer the Stewardship Committee has been meeting  
in small groups of the congregation to learn what we as a  
community need. The main message has been a need for more 
communication about what’s going on. To that end, we will 
begin sending out more information including: 

 A better explanation of our budget 

 Regular updates on the financial status of the church 

 Better explanations about the relationships between the 
church/school/Path To Shine  

Laura Alexander 
Lori Broderick 
David Christopherson 
Lindsay Christopherson 
Ginger Clopper 
David Dickson 
Robert Dickson 
Diana Duemig 
Chuck Ebbets 
Judy Fitzgerald 
Tim Gould 
Brooke Hachenberg 
Genia Hachenberg 
Amy Lancaster 
Isabel Lancaster 
  

Bobbie Limardo 
Katie Loadholtes 
Davis Loftin 
Alex Massie 
Betsy Massie 
Suzanne Miller 
Jen Moss 
David Oliver 
Stephanie Park 
Victoria Patrick 
Jenn Sharrow 
Jonathan Sharrow 
Tina Soucie 
Kristina Stackow 
Malinda Wilkinson 

Pledged $330,809 

Paid to date $200,742 

Outstanding Balance $130,067 

Participation 122 out of 281 



Spanish Speaking Ministry 
by The Rev.  Ramon Betances 
About three years ago, St. Benedict Episcopal Church opened its 
doors to the Hispanic ministry, so brothers and sisters coming 
from different countries like Mexico, El Salvador, Dominican  
Republic, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras ... can 
worship God in their own language every Sunday. During this time 
we have celebrated the Holy Eucharist in Spanish on Sundays at 
1:00 PM with an average attendance of 125 people at each service. 
The help and support given to the Hispanic  
ministry has made St. Benedict’s a multicultural church. 

Our work this year has been focused on the following areas: 

a) Worship: we seek to make a participative liturgy taking into 
account cultural differences within the Hispanic community. 

b) Christian Formation: every Sunday from 11:30 am-12:30 pm we 
have classes for Christian formation for children, giving priority to 
Bible study and knowledge of the Church. The fifteen children 
who participated in these classes, made had their First Commun-
ion last May. Another group of children participating in classes 
now will receive first communion the day of Christ the King. As for 
adult training one or two Sundays in the month we have Bible 
study and discussion of other topics of Christian formation. Eight 

adults of our community are participating in the course of  
theological training in Spanish offered at the Diocese of Atlanta. 

c) Integration: Knowing that we are One in Christ, we are  
continuing to create awareness in our people the importance of 
integration across different activities in the church and especially 
in the youth group. 

d) Marriage and Family: We had a workshop with 12 married  
couples. At this meeting we had the participation of Dr. José 
Rodríguez pediatrician. We analyze the relationship between  
marriage, family and society. 

e) Pastoral Care: Father Ramón visits the sick in hospitals and  
prays with families in their homes going through difficulties. He 
also visits inmates in prison and in jail. 

f) Social Assistance: We continue our assistance and support to 
the undocumented brothers/sisters by accompanying them to the 
immigration courts, and by helping them get in touch with some 
honest lawyers by creating space for orientation. In our process 
of helping the community, we have also made contact with  
various institutions, such as "Ser Familia", "Mexican Embassy", 
and "Plaza Comunitaria". 

Church Clergy 
The Rev. Brian Sullivan, Rector (brian@mysaintb.org) 

The Rev. Ramon Betances, Vicar of the Hispanic Ministry  (ramon@mysaintb.org) 
The Rev. Bronson Bryant, Priest Associate (Retired) (bronsonb@bellsouth.net) 

Deacon Lesley-Ann Drake, Dir. Of Path To Shine (lesleyann@mysaintb.org) 

Class of 2016 
Robin Cahill-Roberts, Parish  
Activities (rlr1217@aol.com) 

Nick Loadholtes, Stewardship  
(nloadholtes@gmail.com)  

Ron Wilson, Music 
(ron.golf@att.net ) 

Gil Morgan, Stewardship 
(gil@propellerinvestments.com ) 

Class of 2014 
Tim Gould, Sr. Warden,  

Youth and Children Formation 
(tgould@mindspring.com) 

Ben Clopper, Mission & Outreach 
(benclopper@yahoo.com) 

Saralee Parker, Hispanic Ministry 
(texslt67@gmail.com) 

Jennifer Sharrow, Clerk and Pastoral Care 
(jennifer@sharrowdesign.com) 

Class of 2015 
Dick Cottrill, Finance (dick.cottrill@gmail.com) 

Kathryn Folk, Membership  
and Hospitality (katpierce@bellsouth.net) 

Peggy Kessler, Worship and Sermon Ministry 
(pgkessler1@gmail.com) 

Tom O’Connor, Junior Warden and Building and 
Grounds (TEOConno@gapac.com) 

Vestry 

Church Staff 
Betsy Shuford, Parish Administrator and Registrar (betsy@mysaintb.org)  
Courtney Vaughn, Dir. of Children’s Ministries (courtney@mysaintb.org) 

Hayley Tyler, Youth Director (hayley@mysaintb.org) 
Carol Kirshner, Church and School Web Administrator (carol@mysaintb.org) 

Lynn Swanson, Music Director (lynn@mysaintb.org) 
Pat Fulbright, Bookkeeper (pat@mysaintb.org) 

School 
Rick Betts, Head of School and Principal (r.betts@mysaintb.org) 

Anne Shamanski, Dir. of Admissions and Assistant Head of School (a.shamanski@mysaintb.org) 
Dorothy Mickwee, Dir. of Preschool (d.mickwee@mysaintb.org) 

The Rev. Rebekah Bokros Hatch, Chaplain (r.hatch@mysaintb.org) 
Kevin Waycaster, Business Manager (k.waycaster@mysaintb.org) 

Phyllis Ortega, Receptionist (p.ortega@mysaintb.org) 
Adrianne Givens, Custodian (a.givens@mysaintb.org) 


